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The Governor and Key Water Leaders Meet to Address
Surface and Groundwater Management | ssues

Lincoln, July 29 and 30"

Today, Governor Johanns opened the first session of the 49 member Nebraska Water Policy Task Force. The
working group was created this year by the state legislature to examine and find solutions for the equitable and
sustai nable management of surface and groundwater. The current drought has put pressure on al water users,
prompting one Task Force Member to note that “it is so dry in Nebraska that we are pulling ticks off fish”!

The Task Force is composed of representatives of surface and groundwater irrigators, Natural Resource Districts
and municipalities from across the state, agricultural organizations, the environmental and recreational
communities, power producers, the Department of Natural Resources, the Attorney General’ s Office, and Senators
on the legislature’ s Natural Resources Committee.

The Water Policy Task Force, advocated by Senators Ed Schrock and Elaine Stuhr and created by LB 1003, is
mandated to review current laws related to surface and groundwater including the ability to address inequities
between surface and groundwater users, the transfer of water or water rights, leasing, and water banking, and to
develop proposals and recommendations to bring back to the state legislature. The work of the Task Force will be
coordinated by a 14 person Executive Committee composed of a balance group of stakeholder representatives. The
first meeting of the Executive Committee was held on the 30" in the State Capitol.

Professional facilitators from CDR Associates, an internationally known collaborative decision making firm located
in Boulder, Colorado, were hired by the state to facilitate the meetings of the Task Force and Executive Committee
and to help promote efficient and effective deliberations.

The Task Group began its work by identifying the key issues and interests of all concerned parties that will need to
be addressed in the eighteen- month process. One task force member noted that “the issues are now on the table,
what remains to be done is to find solutions to some very difficult problems, which will be viewed as fair and
equitable by both ground and surface water users’.

Future Task Force Meetings have been scheduled in Kearney on September 17" and in Lincoln on January 71"
Task Force meetings will be held from 8:30 to 5:00 p.m., and are open to all members of the public An Executive
Committee meeting will be held on August 20" in Ogallalafrom 8:00 am. to 4:00 p.m. (MST) at the Kingsley
Dam Visitor’s Center.

For more information on the Nebraska Water Policy Task Force, see the Department of Natural Resources web site
—www.dnr.state. ne.us, or call Jody Gittins, Legal Advisor to the Natural Resources Committee (402) 471-2732 or
Ann Bleed, Deputy Director of the Department of Natural Resources (402) 471-0569.

The following is alist of the names and addresses of the Task Force Members.
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Water Policy Task Force Membership

Natural Resources Districts

Ron Bishop

Central Platte NRD

215 N. Kaufman Avenue
Grand Island, NE 68803
(308) 385-6282
rbishop@cpnrd.org

Jim Meismer

Twin Platte NRD

1380 Road East J North
Paxton, NE 69155
(308) 284-6509

Pete Rubin

John Turnbull

Upper Big Blue NRD

105 Lincoln Avenue

York, NE 68467

(402) 362-6601; 362-1489 fax
turnbull@upperbigblue.org

Dan Smith

Middle Republican NRD

220 Center Avenue PO Box 81
Curtis, NE 69025

(308) 367-4281 work; 367-4285 fax
dsmith@mrnrd.org

Papio-Missouri River NRD
416 Bellevue Blvd. North

Bellevue, NE 68005
(402) 733-7369
peterubin@cox.net

Clint Johannes

Nebraska Electric G&T

326 Road K

Columbus, NE 68601

(402) 352-5640 home (402) 564-8142 work
cjohannes@neb.fr.com

Don Kraus

Central NE Public Power & Irrigation Dist.

2019 Spalding
Holdrege, NE 68949
(308) 995-6818

Ted Cook

PO Box 701

Lexington, NE 68850

(308) 324-3733, 325-0923 cell
tcook@dawsonnppd.com

Power

Clayton Lukow

Southern Public Power District
7040 South Wanda Avenue
Holstein, NE 68950

(402) 756-5292 --- also fax

Brian Barels

NE Public Power District
6375 Country Club Drive
Columbus, NE 68601
(402) 563-5335
blbarel@nppd.com

Curt Friesen
1000 17" Street
Henderson, NE 68371 Omaha, NE 68183
(402) 723-5339
cfries@mainstaycom.net

Municipalities

Norm Jackman
1819 Farnham, Suite 600

(402) 895-1252




Steve Huggenberger

2120 South 120" Street
Walton, NE 68461

(402) 489-8392
huggenbe@cilincoln.ne.us

Galen Frenzen
Nebraska Cattlemen
Route 2 Box 14
Fullerton, NE 68368
(308) 536-2069 home
(308) 550-0237 cell

James Coady
RR3 Box 197
McCook, NE 69001

Gary Mader

Gl Utilities Dept., PO Box 1968
Grand Island, NE 68802-1968
(308) 385-5444 #280
gmader@grand-island.com

Agriculture

Jay Rempe Greg Whitmore

Nebraska Farm Bureau Nebraska Corn Growers

PO Box 80299 122959 W Road

Lincoln, NE 68501 Shelby, NE 68662

(402) 421-4447 (402) 527-5648 --- also fax

jayr@nefb.com whitar79@stewireless.com
Recreation

Gloria Erickson
315 18™ Avenue
Holdrege, NE 68949

(308) 345-6396, 345-5925 work (308) 995-6286

Environmental
Lorrie Benson Paul Currier Dave Sands
Groundwater Foundation Whooping Crane Trust Nebraska Audubon
5561 South 48" #215 31 Lillian Lane 7700 Southwest 27" Street
Lincoln, NE 68516 Doniphan, NE 68832 Lincoln, NE 68523
(402) 423-5137 (402) 845-2302 (402) 423-9246
(402) 434-2740 work
lorrie@groundwater.org currier@hamilton.net dsands@audubon.org

At-Large

Jack Maddux Dennis Strauch Nelson Trambley
264 East Wichita, Box 217 50189 Hilyard Drive RR1 Box 71
Wauneta, NE 69045 Mitchell, NE 69357 Campbell, NE 68932
(308) 394-5348 (308) 623-1782, 623-1022 work (402) 756-8505

pid@prairieweb.com (402) 746-3810 cell




(Republican)-Groundwater
Robert Ambrosek

HC 67 Box 33A

Haigler, NE 69030

(308) 423-2629

(Republican)-Surface
Jim Miller

Route 1 Box 109

Hardy, NE 68943

(402) 279-2925
jdmiller@cornhusker.net

(North Platte)-Primarily Surface
LeRoy Pieper

140018 Pieper Lane

Mitchell, NE 69357

(308) 623-2535
Ipieper@scottsbluff.net

(Middle Platte)-Groundwater
Tom Schwarz

311 Medina Avenue

Bertrand, NE 68927

(308) 472-5309
tschwartz@atcjet.net

(Elkhorn)-Groundwater
Cecilia Grevson

55963 833 Road
Madison, NE 68748
(402) 454-3493
carevson@inebraska.com
(Elkhorn)-Groundwater
Richard Uhrenholdt

PO Box 431

Elgin, NE 68636

(402) 843-2471
baf@starband.net

(Big Blue)-Groundwater
Gene Glock

3031 G Road

Rising City, NE 68658
(402) 542-2194
eugeneglock@yahoo.com

Irrigators

(Republican)-Surface
Claude Cappel

HC 30 Box 91A

McCook, NE 69001

(308) 345-5569, 345-5518 fax
ccappel@ocsmccook.com

(North Platte)-55% Surface/45% Ground
Harry Howell

372 S-H Road

Morrill, NE 69358

(308) 247-2954

(308) 247-2848 office

(Middle Platte)-Groundwater
Dick Mercer

3385 East 11" Street

Kearney, NE 68847

(308) 234-9549 237-2284 fax

(Loup)-Surface
James Nelson

332 Salem Road
Boelus, NE 68820
(308) 996-4349
jimar@nctc.net

(Loup)-Both Ground/Surface
Allen Schmidt

PO Box 51

Arcadia, NE 68815

(308) 789-6401

(Big Blue)

Nancy Eberle

520 Road 20

Bradshaw, NE 68319

(402) 736-4691 736-4456 fax
eg55038@alltel.net

(Little Blue)-Groundwater
Lyle Heinrichs

503 Road 4

Shickley, NE 68436

(402) 627-3825



(South Platte)-Both Ground/Surface (Lower Platte)-Mostly Groundwater

Ken Schilz Lumir Jedlicka

PO Box 3 713 Road 15

Ogallala, NE 69153 Schuyler, NE 68661

(308) 287-2341 (402) 352-5884; 615-0483 cell

keschilz@charter.net lumjed@alltel.net

(Nemaha)-Groundwater (Niobrara)-Groundwater

Kathy Wittler John Burke

1724 South 48" Road 7308 Thomas Road

Talmage, NE 68448 Alliance, NE 69301

(402) 264-4665 2643-4705 fax (308) 762-5151; 760-5151 cell

kwittler@alltel.net jtburke@premaonline.com

(White/Hat)-Surface (Missouri Tributaries)-Groundwater

Robert Hawthorne Bryce Andersen

84 Hawthorne Road 765 200" Street

Chadron, NE 69337 Dakota City, NE 68731

(308) 432-5214 (402) 987-3250
andersen7470@ad.com

Department of Natural Resources

Roger Patterson

PO Box 94676
Lincoln, NE 68509-4676

(402) 471-2363

Attorney General’s Office

David Cookson

PO Box 98920
Lincoln, NE 68509-8920

(402) 471-3297

Natural Resources Committee

Senator Ed Schrock Senator Elaine Stuhr
74274 K Road 208 Road 18
Elm Creek, NE 68836 Bradshaw, NE 68319

(308) 995-4665 (402) 736-4427



